


Before we look to the road ahead, we should reflect on the ways we’ve seen 
God work in our midst during this year of transition and growth. Over the past 
12 months, we have been dedicated to deepening our devotion to God, see-
ing his kingdom expand, and being agents of his healing and reconciliation 
in our city. 

In the pages that follow, we’ll offer brief overviews of the most easily visible 
ways our community came together in pursuit of those goals over the past 
year, but what’s even more important are the personal stories that have come 
out of these efforts. Grace Downtown is filled with stories about how God has 
reached out to specific individuals, brought them to himself and then sent us 
out into the world as people touched by his unmerited mercy. 

The 2013 Day of Vision and Prayer and the majority of this Year In Review are 
dedicated to sharing those personal stories of God at work in our city. We 
hope you are excited and encouraged by these on-the-ground reports, and 
we hope that you continue to share these kinds of stories with one another 
throughout the year to come.



Devotion
Programs like our new Discipleship Catalyst and our annual Vacation Bible School 
provided opportunities for people to learn deeper devotion to God. We re-launched 
the Grace Downtown Prayer Team this year and completed our two-year-long Book of 
the Bible series. More people than ever before joined us for our Faith & Work panel dis-
cussions on ambition and on social entrepreneurship, challenging people from across 
the city to consider the deeper purpose of their work. Below, Community Group leader 
Megan Barry shares about her experience as part of the Discipleship Catalyst:

Two elements of Discipleship Catalyst really stand out as having helped me learn 
and grow in my relationships with Christ and with others.

For the Discipleship Catalyst program I was paired with a mentor I had not met 
previously. On our very first meeting, she  shared intimate details of her spiritual 
walk with Christ. She commenced our relationship by leading with vulnerability. 
This was a profound example for me, and one that I now strive to emulate in my 
relationships. Her willingness to intentionally invest in, share with, walk alongside, 
love, and pray for me, was very helpful as I was trying to pour into others in my 
first year of leading a Community Group.

One of the first activities we did as a group in Discipleship Catalyst was study five 
characteristics of a flourishing leader. This led to a discussion about the impor-
tance of self-care, and about how it’s not only okay, but vital to our spirituality to 
take time to sleep, exercise, eat well, and do things we enjoy. This conversation 
was very encouraging and helpful for me, because sometimes self-care is not my 
forte. I now see that I can better love and serve God and others when I remember 
to take some time to think about my own wellbeing.



Expansion
God’s kingdom expanded in new and exciting ways this year: We formed a new part-
nership with The Porch, sent friends to plant Grace Mosaic and sent a group of repre-
sentatives to visit our partners in the Middle East. In addition, our Community Groups 
continue to welcome in friends and neighbors to new understandings of who Jesus is 
and what his life, death and resurrection mean. Kenny Gibbs shares about his transi-
tion from Grace Downtown to Grace Mosaic:

I joined Grace Mosaic for two reasons: calling and vision. As my wife (then fian-
cée) and I prayed about where we would worship, we felt called to the plant. This 
was due to the vision that Russ set out for a community of believers from all racial, 
ethnic, and socioeconomic strata worshiping Jesus together in upper northeast 
DC. It’s a vision that we both believe in and felt called to support by joining the 
plant.

In February, we all began meeting on Tuesday nights for vision-setting, prayer, 
praise and community formation. Every week we shared a meal, listened as Russ 
explained our core values, and then discussed how we might live them out to-
gether. These mid-week meetings were key in knitting us busy Washingtonians 
together into the Mosaic community. 

In June we moved our meetings to Sunday mornings, helping us build to the 
launch of an official worship service on September 8.  These meetings have 
demonstrated God’s faithfulness, providing us a space and bringing new people 
to our community. I do miss seeing my friends from Grace Downtown on a more 
regular basis, but being part of Mosaic has been a great ride, and I look forward 
to what God will do in and through us going forward. 



Reconciliation
Our new Mercy Team led the way for our congregation to further God’s reconciliation 
in our city this year, sharing meals and community devotional time with our neighbors 
during our Sunday services. More broadly, the Helping Without Hurting conference 
challenged many in our congregation to a deeper and more authentic commitment to 
restoring right relationships with the city around us, and created a hub for churches 
and ministries in the greater DC area who want to love and serve their neighbors bet-
ter. Josh Wade shares more:

Praise Jesus for the Helping Without Hurting conference! 

The weekend started with testimonies of how God’s faithfulness is currently being 
demonstrated in our city. We heard stories from N Street Village, a couple who 
opened their house to their neighborhood, a developing foster care network and 
more. These stories encouraged us that God can use us and challenged us to join 
in His ongoing work. 

Dr. Brian Fikkert’s presentation the next day called us to repent of our “majority 
world” perspectives, and instead seek Christ’s perspective. Fikkert defined pov-
erty in terms of broken relationships—with God, with each other and with broader 
systems. We were challenged to realize that all people are created in God’s image 
and that God desires to be in right relationship with all people. People aren’t 
“projects” that I can “fix.” In light of this, Fikkert focused on encouraging relation-
al solutions, walking with an individual, instead of quick “fixes” that do not really 
change someone’s situation.

The challenge with any conference like this is to be changed, to live differently in 
light of the new ways that Jesus has revealed himself to us. In my life, this has 
largely happened through relationships made with the Mercy Team. I hope to be 
able to walk alongside a brother, listen to his wants, desires and dreams, and 
share my resources and Grace Downtown’s resources with him.



After a year dedicated to kingdom devotion, expansion and rec-
onciliation—a year in which we trained up more in our community 
to mentor others and sent off many to start a new congregation in 
upper northeast—we turn our attention to a season of New Begin-
nings.

Our foundational goal at Grace Downtown is to be an “inwardly  
growing and outwardly serving” community. Many churches end up  
emphasizing one over the other. But the early church in Acts 2.37–
47, shows us that it’s possible—and even critical—to embody both.  
 
The true gospel of grace, when it’s understood, celebrated and 
trusted, always produces an impulse to move outward. When the 
reality hits us of how lavishly and unconditionally God has loved 
us in Jesus Christ, we feel compelled to ask, “Who can I serve this 
way?” As the Spirit of God does deeper work in us, he also creates 
wider ministry through us. God’s grace creates a chain reaction—a 
powerful cycle of transformation and motivation.

Several new developments will reflect this dual goal of inward 
growth and outward service: 

New Beginnings
A Letter From Glenn Hoburg



We will welcome a new Pastor of Community Groups and Adult 
Education, Mike Park. In the coming weeks, we will unroll a new 
web tool to make communicating and coordinating easier. There 
will be an enhanced focus on sharing stories of God’s work in 
our community. Our Faith & Work ministry will be expanding both 
in terms of leadership and programs. Expect to see develop-
ments in our Sunday service with respect to prayer and worship.  
 
Inspired by the early church in Acts 2, we’re also commit-
ted to expressing hospitality to those beyond our own be-
liefs or culture. Our attention to kids in our city who need care 
will be increasing through initiatives like DC127. And our net-
work of three congregations will share more ministry together.  
 
Praise God for the vision before us!

I can honestly say, ten years after our initial gathering, I am more 
excited now than ever before.

Grateful to be in partnership with you,

Glenn Hoburg
On Behalf of the Downtown Elders




