
in & for the city

Grace Presbyterian Church of Washington, DC
Sunday Evening, 30 December, 2012, 5:00 p.m.

Worship Leaders: Rev. Russ Whitfield



Welcome to Grace Downtown
We long to be a church that is not only in the city, but for the city. Our desire is to express faithfully the gospel of 
Jesus Christ as an inwardly growing, outwardly serving community that experiences God’s rich grace and extends 
it to Washington, DC. Whatever your spiritual disposition—skeptic, seeker, follower—we welcome you and pray that 
you might know something of this Good News today.

Information 

Nursery Care is provided during the service for children 0–3 years on the ground floor across from the library, as you 
take a right through the front door of the church.

Nametags are printed for members. Have a question about the church? Ask someone wearing a printed nametag. 
Stick-on nametags are available for all at the Info Table.

$8 Parking Vouchers for 645 New York Ave NW Lot are located on the back page of this bulletin (for Grace Downtown 
services only). 

Sermon recording and podcast are available: www.gracedc.net/grow/sermons

RSS feeds for Events & Announcements. www.gracedc.net/community/announcements. 

Lost & Found If you have lost something, please check the Info Table.

Worship Etiquette
• Sit in the middle of the rows, and stow personal items under pews to free up seats.
• Electronic devices should be silenced.
• Food and beverages are prohibited in the sanctuary; trash cans are available in the lobby.
• Only ushers may remove white ropes.
• Feel free to share bulletins.

Staff & Leadership

Elders: Bob Baldwin (on sabbatical). Tom Carpenter. Glenn Hoburg. Duke Kwon. Chris Moore. Andy Neal. 
Kevin Offner. Michael Schafer. Russ Whitfield.

Diaconate: Esther Adams. Bethany Bronson. Jordana De Leon. Brent Dieleman. Katie Garriott. Richard Grant.  
Emily Huie. Jeremy Rein. Galen Thorp. Bob Tomkinson.
*Diaconate can be reached at diaconate@gracedc.net.

Staff: Senior Pastor Rev. Glenn Hoburg; Associate Pastor Rev. Russ Whitfield; Communications Coordinator Rick 
Barry; Chief of Staff Kara Callaghan; Music Director Cheryl Francis; Counselor Jackie Griffith; Accountant Tony Horn; 
Community Life Coordinator Matt Miller; Children’s Coordinator Lisa Moore; Program Coordinator Farrell Pollard   
*Staff member emails are all their first name @gracedc.net. 

Office at 637 Indiana Ave NW, Washington, DC 20004     p: 202.386.7637     e: office@gracedc.net

Worship at 5:00pm at Calvary Baptist Church, 755 8th Street NW,  Washington, DC 20001
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Service of Worship 

Prelude
God calls us to worship

Calling Ourselves to Worship
Psalm 9:1–2, 9–11
Leader: I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart; I will recount all of your wonderful deeds. 
People: I will be glad and exult in you; I will sing praise to your name, O Most High.
Leader: The Lord is a stronghold for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble.
People: And those who know your name put their trust in you, for you, O Lord, have not forsaken those 
who seek you.
ALL: Sing praises to the Lord, who sits enthroned in Zion! Tell among the peoples his deeds!

Invocation Prayer
Asking God to be with us  

Song of Praise  
Let It Rise 
Let the glory of the Lord rise among us
Let the glory of the Lord rise among us
Let the praises of the King rise among us
Let it rise (repeat)

Chorus: O let it rise
O let it rise

Let the songs of the Lord rise among us
Let the songs of the Lord rise among us
Let the joy of the King rise among us 
Let it rise (repeat) (chorus)
Holland Davis © 1997, 1999 Maranatha Praise, Inc. CCLI # 266778

As this is an open, public building, please be responsible for your personal belongings at all times.
   Please stand if possible.



Reading from the Old Testament 
Genesis 15:1–6
1After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your 
shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for 
I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “Behold, 
you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” 4And behold, the 
word of the Lord came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” 
5And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able 
to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6And he believed the Lord, and 
he counted it to him as righteousness.
     Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
     All: Thanks be to God!

Confession of Sin    
Being honest with God and ourselves
(Those who wish may kneel during confession)
Our God, we confess our unbelief. We are often slow to take you at your word. We are often fooled 
into thinking that you share our limitations and weaknesses. Our prayers betray a low opinion of your 
ability and character. We devise plans that require very little of Your power. As a result we lack joy 
and praise—our worship of You is lukewarm. Lord, please forgive our sin and help us. Amen.
(Silent Confession) 

Hearing and Receiving the Pardon             
Romans 5:1–2
Leader: Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, 
and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
People: We receive your grace and love!

Songs of Thanks  
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
A mighty fortress is our God, A bulwark never failing;  
Our helper he amid the flood Of mortal ills prevaling.  
For still our ancient foe Doth seek to work us woe; 
His craft and power are great, And armed with cruel hate,   
On earth is not his equal.

Did we in our own strength confide, Our striving would be losing,  
Were not the right Man on our side, The Man of God’s own choosing. 
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He;  
Lord Sabbaoth, His name, From age to age the same,   
And He must win the battle.
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And though this world, with devils filled, Should threaten to undo us,  
We will not fear, for God hath willed  His truth to triumph through us.   
The Prince of Darkness grim, We tremble not for him;  
His rage we can endure, For lo, his doom is sure;  One little word shall fell him.

 That word above all earthly powers, No thanks to them, abideth;  
The Spirit and the gifts are ours, Thru Him who with us sideth.  
Let goods and kindred go, This mortal life also; 
The body they may kill; God’s truth abideth still;  His kingdom is forever.
Public Domain

Ancient of Days 
Blessing and honor glory and power, Be unto the Ancient of Days
From ev’ry nation all of creation, Bow before the Ancient of Days

Chorus: Ev’ry tongue in heaven and earth, Shall declare Your glory
Ev’ry knee shall bow, At Your throne in worship
You will be exalted O God, And Your kingdom shall not pass away
O Ancient of Days  (repeat song)

Your kingdom shall reign, Over all the earth
Sing unto the Ancient of Days, For none can compare
To Your matchless worth, Sing unto the Ancient of Days (chorus)
Integrity’s Hosanna! Music Gary Sadler, Jamie Harvill 
CCLI License No. 2667782

Prayer of Intercession
Tom Carpenter, Elder
Praying for our church, our city and our world

Giving Our Tithes and Offerings 
Responding to God’s grace

Prayer and Dismissal of Children
Children ages four years through second grade may be dismissed for Children’s Church. Their 
teachers will send them to rejoin you after the sermon for the remainder of the service.

Greeting One Another 
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Song of Preparation           
O Help My Unbelief 
How sad our state by nature is! Our sin, how deep it stains!
And Satan binds our captive minds Fast in his slavish chains
But there’s a voice of sov’reign grace, Sounds from the sacred word:
“O, ye despairing sinners come, And trust upon the Lord.”

My soul obeys th’ almighty call, And runs to this relief
I would believe thy promise, Lord; O help my unbelief!
To the dear fountain of thy blood, Incarnate God, I fly;
Here let me wash my spotted soul, From crimes of deepest dye.

Stretch out Thine arm, victorious King, My reigning sins subdue;
Drive the old dragon from his seat, With all his hellish crew.
A guilty, weak, and helpless worm, On thy kind arms I fall;
Be thou my strength and righteousness, My Jesus, and my all.

But there’s a voice of sov’reign grace, Sounds from the sacred word:
“O, ye despairing sinners come, And trust upon the Lord.”
Words by Isaac Watts; Music by Justin Smith  ©2007 Justin Smith Music

Reading from the New Testament           
Mark 9.14–29
14And when they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them, and scribes arguing 
with them. 15And immediately all the crowd, when they saw him, were greatly amazed and ran up to 
him and greeted him. 16And he asked them, “What are you arguing about with them?” 17And some-
one from the crowd answered him, “Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has a spirit that makes 
him mute. 18And whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he foams and grinds his teeth and 
becomes rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast it out, and they were not able.” 19And he answered 
them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring 
him to me.” 20And they brought the boy to him. And when the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed 
the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. 21And Jesus asked his 
father, “How long has this been happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood. 22And it has often 
cast him into fire and into water, to destroy him. But if you can do anything, have compassion on us 
and help us.” 23And Jesus said to him, “‘If you can’! All things are possible for one who believes.” 24Im-
mediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!” 25And when Jesus 
saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You mute and 
deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him and never enter him again.” 26And after crying out and 
convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse, so that most of them said, “He is 
dead.” 27But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. 28And when he had entered 
the house, his disciples asked him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” 29And he said to them, 
“This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.”
     Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
     All: Thanks be to God!
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Prayer for Illumination

The Sermon  
Rev. Russ Whitfield
Help My Unbelief

Sign and Seal of God’s Grace                                           
The Lord’s Supper
All baptized Christians who are members in good standing of a church that proclaims the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
are invited to participate. Children who have been admitted by their church as old enough to comprehend the 
Supper may partake as well. If you have any questions, please ask.
We respectfully ask those who are not followers of Christ Jesus to refrain from the Supper. Instead, please ob-
serve communion, reflect on its meaning, and, if willing, utilize the prayers below.

Instructions Come forward row by row to the servers in front of your section. From the balcony, 
come down the back left stairway, join the line in the left aisle and return to the balcony. Parents who 
take Communion may then pick up their infants from the nursery and rejoin worship.
A gluten-free bread substitute is available. Wine is served in the first drink tray, grape juice in the 
second. If you wish to dip or drink from the common cup instead of taking wine from the drink tray, 
servers offer a chalice at the end of each line. You may take the elements standing to the side or at 
your seat. Please return your cup. To avoid spills and out of respect for our host church, please do 
not leave the cups in your pew.

Prayer for those Seeking God, You promise that those who seek You will find You, and that You 
are found in Jesus Christ alone. Please honor my seeking and show me mercy; guide me, teach me, 
and lead me. Grant me Your Spirit that I might not seek in vain, but have a true relationship with You.

Prayer of Belief Father, You have shown me that You are my Creator and that I owe everything to 
You. I confess that Christ Jesus is Your unique and only Son, the God-Man full of grace and truth. 
Lord Jesus, I thank You for paying my debt of guilt, taking the full punishment for my sin upon the 
cross, and by Your righteousness making me completely accepted and loved by God, freely by 
grace.  Knowing that You have been raised from the dead, I receive You as my Lord and Savior and 
commit myself to live as Your follower at all cost. Holy Spirit, I have grieved You by my selfishness 
and lack of love. I turn from my sin and ask You to fill me and create new life in me. O God, You are 
my God, and I will ever praise You.
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Communion Hymn                                         
Jesus What a Friend for Sinners
Jesus! What a friend for sinners!  Jesus! Lover of my soul;
Friends may fail me, foes assail me,  He, my Savior, makes me whole.

Chorus: Hallelujah! What a Savior! Hallelujah! What a friend!
Saving, helping, keeping, loving, He is with me to the end,
He is with me to the end!

Jesus! What a strength in weakness!  Let me hide myself in Him.
Tempted, tried, and sometimes failing, He, my strength, my victory wins. (chorus)

Jesus! What a help in sorrow!  While the billows o’er me roll,
Even when my heart is breaking, He, my comfort, helps my soul. (chorus)

Jesus! I do now receive Him, More than all in Him I find.
He hath granted me forgiveness, I am His, and He is mine. (chorus 2x)
Words, Public Domain; Music, Cheryl B. Francis 

Song of Faith 
There Is a Redeemer
There is a Redeemer, Jesus, God’s own Son;
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, Holy One.

Chorus: Thank you, O my Father, for giving us Your Son,
And leaving Your Spirit ‘til the work on earth is done.

Jesus, my Redeemer, name above all names;
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, hope for sinners slain. (chorus)

When I stand in glory, I will see His face,
There I’ll serve my King forever in that holy place. (chorus 2x)
Melody Green-Sievright ©1982 Birdwing Music, CCLI#2667782

Benediction                                         
Going with God’s blessing

Announcements
Members of our diaconate will be available at the front of the sanctuary to pray for you after 
service.

Kingdom Prayer 
We want to see the healing character of God’s loving reign make itself visible in our hearts and in the city 
around us. To this end, pray this week for deeper devotion to God’s kingdom, for the influence of his reign 
to expand, and for an awareness of his love to lead to renewal and reconciliation. Please pray...

Devotion
...for our members, regular attendees and new visitors to find an opportunity to experience joyful, peaceful 
community this New Year.
...for our search for new assistant pastors for Grace Downtown.  

Expansion
...for Associate Pastor Russ Whitfield as he transitions into putting most of his energy into leading our ef-
forts planting a congregation to serve Brentwood, Brookland and Langdon.
...for worship space for Grace DC’s third congregation, and for new worship space for Grace Meridian Hill. 

Reconciliation
...for Newtown, CT, and the surrounding communities in the wake of the recent shooting. Pray especially 
for the children who survived, and for the families and friends who lost loved ones in the shooting, to find 
the support they need to grieve properly and the hope they need to experience God’s comfort.
...for Grace Downtown’s partner ministries and local mission partners (Anacostia Gracious Arts Program, 
Capitol Hill Pregnancy Center, Little Lights Urban Ministries, N Street Village, The Porch and Urban Bridge 
Builders) as they seek to fulfill their end-of-year fundraising and service goals.
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Read more details and announcements online at gracedc.net

Little Lights Urban Ministries
Little Lights is currently recruiting volunteers to work with 
underserved children and youth at Potomac Gardens in 
Capitol Hill for their academic and Bible study programs as 
well as for one-to-one mentoring. Email volunteer@little-
lights.org or visit www.littlelights.org for more information.  
Set Up Team
Help make our Sunday Services happen. For more infor-
mation, contact farrell@gracedc.net.
Downtown Choir
Grace Downtown is seeking singers of all voice parts for 
the new Grace DC choir. Contact Cheryl (cheryl@gracedc.
net) for more information on serving.

Serve

Events & Announcements (cont’d)

Preparing For Marriage (2/23, 9am–4pm)
Getting married is a life-altering event that requires 
preparation. In these seminars, we’ll be talking about the 
purpose of marriage as well as its joys and challenges.  
Singles and non-engaged couples are welcome. This 
seminar is required if a Grace DC pastor is officiating your 
wedding. It is offered 2–3 times/year. Sign up online or 
contact Matt (matt@gracedc.net) for further details.
Helping Without Hurting (3/9)
Save the date! Dr. Brian Fikkert—co-author of When Help-
ing Hurts—provides an overview of the core principles 
behind the church’s role in relief, rehabilitation and devel-
opment. Participants will also learn how to work with indi-
viduals, households and communities. More information to 
come.
Perspectives Washington DC Spring 2013
(Mondays, 1/14–5/13, 6:30–9:15pm)
Perspectives is a unique course that covers how each of 
us can be obedient to God’s call to love every tribe, tongue 
and nation from where you are now to the ends of the 
earth. Featuring amazing and inspiring teachers, pastors 
and leaders. Hosted by National Community Church. More 
information online.

Grow & Learn

Get Care
The Grace Downtown diaconate offers practical help to those 
facing challenging circumstances, as well as support in 
learning how to transition out of them. If you are in need of 
help or guidance, contact them at diaconate@gracedc.net. 
Sports, Arts and Jobseekers Listserves
Interested in starting a pickup game or going to a gallery 
opening? Meet others at Grace Downtown who want to join 
you on the sports and arts listerves. You can also view or 
post job and internship announcements and get care from 
the Care Team on the jobseekers listserve. Just send an 
email to get onto the appropriate Yahoo! Group and stay 
up-to-date on the latest goings-on: 

• gracedcsports-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
• gracedcartmatters-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
• gdc-jobseekers-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Connect

The Church: God’s Community 
(Winter Term 2013)

Thie year’s Winter Term features three weeks of courses 
that will help us come to a fuller understanding of what it 
means to be God’s community, deepening our love for God 
and equipping us to better love and serve our city in the 
process. Sign up online.
A Called Community: 
Understanding God’s Plan For His People
(Tuesdays, 1/8, 15, 22, 7–9pm)
Many Christians are concerned with “my faith” and “God’s 
plan for me.” But Christ’s mission isn’t centered around the 
individual—it’s centered around the church. God is com-
mitted to advancing his Kingdom through his community. 
This class investigates the essential characteristics of the 
church and what this means for Grace DC.
Covenantal Community: 
Semper Fi or Die
(Wedesdays, 1/9, 16, 23, 7–9pm)
The Church is built on God’s faithfulness to his people. 
While we are prone to form relationships of convenience, 
we are meant to produce a community that knits itself to-
gether with enduring bonds. This class will explore how 
faithfulness (“being covenantal”) can transform friendship, 
sex, marriage, work, family and all of our life goals.
A Cross-Cultural Community: 
Think Globally, Act Locally 
(Thursdays, 1/10, 17, 24, 7–9pm)
From the Tower of Babel to Pentecost and beyond, the 
Bible unpacks a vision of Church that crosses time and 
culture. As Grace DC lives in and for a diverse and globally 
significant city, let’s work through the implications of God’s 
vision for His redeemed people as a global community. 
A Compassionate Community: 
Moved By The Love Of God 
(Sundays, 1/13, 20, 27, 3–4:45pm)
God’s compassion has always motivated the church  to lov-
ing action in the world. Together, we will explore the Scrip-
tural foundation for the church’s action, the history of the 
church’s care for practical needs, and what that means for 
life in DC today.

Events & Announcements

New Years Day (1/1)
The Grace DC office will be closed on New Year’s 
Day. We will resume our regular office hours on 
January 2.
Prayer Brunch (1/6, 12–2:30pm)
Join the Prayer Team and other Grace Downtown 
members and regular attendees for a potluck brunch 
and energetic, encouraging prayer for our church, 
our city and our world. Held at the Grace DC office.

This Week

 December 2012 – January 2013

New Year’s  
Day

Grace DC  
Office Closed

Pre-Service Prayer 
4:30 pm

Eat & Meet
7:00 pm

Prayer Brunch
12:00 pm

City Prayer
7:15am

A Called 
Community

7:00pm

Covenantal 
Community

7:00pm

Cross-Cultural
Community

7:00pm

Pre-Service Prayer 
4:30 pm

Coffee Hour
6:45 pm

Compassionate 
Community

3:00 pm
City Prayer

7:15am

A Called 
Community

7:00pm

Covenantal 
Community

7:00pm

Cross-Cultural
Community

7:00pm

City Prayer
7:15am

Moms’ 
Bible Study

10:00am

Moms’ 
Bible Study

10:00am

Covenantal 
Community

7:00pm

Cross-Cultural
Community

7:00pm

Moms’ 
Bible Study

10:00amPre-Service Prayer 
4:30 pm

Eat & Meet
7:00 pm

Compassionate 
Community

3:00 pm

Fourth Friday 
Dinner 
7:00pm

Coat Drive
If you’d like to put your winter coats to good use, 
bring them to the info table tonight. All coats will be 
distributed by the Grace Downtown diaconate to our 
homeless neighbors.

Tonight

Pre-Service Prayer 
4:30 pm

Coffee Hour
6:45 pm

Compassionate 
Community

3:00 pm



Tear off at dotted line and present with payment

$8 Parking at 645 New York Ave. NW
Special rate for Sunday Worship for Grace Downtown attendees.

Availability is limited.

www.gracedc.net    |   202.386.7637   |   office@gracedc.net

For visitors, members updating their information, people 
communicating interests and prayer requests.  Tear off and 
place in offering basket, or turn in to the Info Table.  

(today’s date is ____________________)

 m visitor    mregular attender    mmember

msingle   m   married

Name (ms./mr.)

Address

Phone (w/h/c)

Email

How did you hear about us?

Birthdate

Children’s names & ages

Prayer Request

Please contact me about... 

mI’m looking into the Christian faith and would like more 
info and/or to talk with someone

mJoining a community group in my neighborhood

mGrace Downtown events and announcements

mGrace Downtown congregation membership

mTools for growth 

mGrace Meridian Hill congregation membership

How to get involved in our church community:

mSocial Events Team mGreeting Team 
mChildren’s Ministries mEat & Meet Team        
mMercy Ministries mCommunion Team  
mCoffee Hour Team mSet Up Team
mPrayer Team

mPlease do not contact me

Prayer requests 
Tear off this page, write your request on it and fold for 
privacy. Drop it in the offering basket or at the Info Table. 
You can also send your request to prayer@gracedc.net, 
subject: prayer request (please indicate confidential or for 
prayer-team in the subject). Deacons and deaconesses 
are also available for prayer at the front left of the sanctuary 
following each service. We would love to pray for you!

mplease keep confidential (pastors/elders only)

Keeping Connected


