
in & for the city

Grace Presbyterian Church of Washington, DC
Sunday Evening, 09 December, 2012, 5:00 p.m.

Worship Leaders: Revs. Glenn Hoburg and Russ Whitfield



Welcome to Grace Downtown
We long to be a church that is not only in the city, but for the city. Our desire is to express faithfully the gospel of 
Jesus Christ as an inwardly growing, outwardly serving community that experiences God’s rich grace and extends 
it to Washington, DC. Whatever your spiritual disposition—skeptic, seeker, follower—we welcome you and pray that 
you might know something of this Good News today.

Information 

Nursery Care is provided during the service for children 0–3 years on the ground floor across from the library, as you 
take a right through the front door of the church.

Children’s Church for kids ages 4–8 years is held during the sermon.

Nametags are printed for members. Have a question about the church? Ask someone wearing a printed nametag. 
Stick-on nametags are available for all at the Info Table.

$8 Parking Vouchers for 645 New York Ave NW Lot are located on the back page of this bulletin (for Grace Downtown 
services only). 

Sermon recording and podcast are available: www.gracedc.net/grow/sermons

RSS feeds for Events & Announcements. www.gracedc.net/community/announcements. 

Lost & Found If you have lost something, please check the Info Table.

Worship Etiquette
• Sit in the middle of the rows, and stow personal items under pews to free up seats.
• Electronic devices should be silenced.
• Food and beverages are prohibited in the sanctuary; trash cans are available in the lobby.
• Only ushers may remove white ropes.
• Feel free to share bulletins.

Staff & Leadership

Elders: Bob Baldwin (on sabbatical). Tom Carpenter. Glenn Hoburg. Duke Kwon. Chris Moore. Andy Neal. 
Kevin Offner. Michael Schafer. Russ Whitfield.

Diaconate: Esther Adams. Bethany Bronson. Jordana De Leon. Brent Dieleman. Katie Garriott. Richard Grant.  
Emily Huie. Jeremy Rein. Galen Thorp. Bob Tomkinson.
*Diaconate can be reached at diaconate@gracedc.net.

Staff: Senior Pastor Rev. Glenn Hoburg; Assistant Pastor Rev. Russ Whitfield; Communications Coordinator Rick 
Barry; Chief of Staff Kara Callaghan; Music Director Cheryl Francis; Counselor Jackie Griffith; Accountant Tony Horn; 
Community Life Coordinator Matt Miller; Children’s Coordinator Lisa Moore; Program Coordinator Farrell Pollard   
*Staff member emails are all their first name @gracedc.net. 

Office at 637 Indiana Ave NW, Washington, DC 20004     p: 202.386.7637     e: office@gracedc.net

Worship at 5:00pm at Calvary Baptist Church, 755 8th Street NW,  Washington, DC 20001
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Service of Worship 

Prelude
God calls us to worship

Calling Ourselves to Worship
Luke 2
Leader: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep 
darkness, on them has light shone. 
People: You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at 
the harvest
Leader: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given
ALL: And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Invocation Prayer
Asking God to be with us 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Luke 1.79
Leader: We light this candle as a sign of Christ, who came to give light to those who sit in darkness  and 
in the shadow of death, to guide our feet in the way of peace. 

Song of Praise  
Angels, from the Realms of Glory 
Angels, from the realms of glory, Wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation’s story Now proclaim Messiah’s birth.

Chorus: Come and worship, come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Shepherds, in the field abiding, Watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with man is now residing; Yonder shines the infant light. (chorus)

Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great Desire of nations, ye have seen His natal star (chorus)
Public Domain

As this is an open, public building, please be responsible for your personal belongings at all times.
   Please stand if possible.



Reading from the Old Testament 
Psalm 25.8–14
8Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 9He leads the humble in 
what is right, and teaches the humble his way. 10All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and 
faithfulness, for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 11For your name’s sake, O Lord, 
pardon my guilt, for it is great. 12Who is the man who fears the Lord? Him will he instruct in the way 
that he should choose. 13His soul shall abide in well-being, and his offspring shall inherit the land. 
14The friendship of the Lord is for those who fear him, and he makes known to them his covenant.
     Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
     All: Thanks be to God!

Confession of Sin    
Being honest with God and ourselves
(Those who wish may kneel during confession)
Lord God, your character is very great and beautiful; full of goodness, patience, righteousness and 
love. We have not acted in this way. We have often been filled with unkindness toward others; ir-
ritated quickly; self-righteous in arguments and cold-hearted toward our city. We have not lived up to 
the grace you have given. Forgive us for our sins according to your faithful character. Amen.
(Silent Confession) 

Hearing and Receiving the Pardon             
Ephesians 5.8–9
Leader: For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of 
light.
People: We receive your grace and love!

Song of Thanks  
Be Unto Your Name
We are a moment, You are forever;
Lord of the ages, God before time. 
We are a vapor, You are eternal; 
Love everlasting, reigning on high.

Chorus: Holy, holy Lord God Almighty,
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain. 
Highest praises, honor, and glory, 
Be unto Your name, be unto Your name.

We are the broken, You are the healer;
Jesus Redeemer, mighty to save. 
You are the love song, we’ll sing forever;
Bowing before You, blessing Your name. (chorus)
©1998 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music; CCLI#2667782
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Prayer for Departing Members
Rev. Glenn Hoburg
Reagan and Paige Brown

Installation of Russ Whitfield to Associate Pastor     
Commission of Potomac Presbytery: Glenn Hoburg, Teaching Elder; Duke Kwon, 
Teaching Elder; Howard Griffith, Teaching Elder; Michael Shafer, Ruling Elder; 
Chris Moore, Ruling Elder  
Questions for Installation
Questions for Congregation
Prayer
Charge
Pronouncement    

Giving Our Tithes and Offerings 
Responding to God’s grace

Prayer and Dismissal of Children
Children ages four years through second grade may be dismissed for Children’s Church. Their 
teachers will send them to rejoin you after the sermon for the remainder of the service.

Greeting One Another 

Song of Preparation           
O Holy Night
 O holy night, the stars are brightly shining; It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth!
 Long lay the world in sin and error pining, Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth.
 A thrill of hope, the weary soul rejoices, For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.
 Fall on your knees, O hear the angel voices! O night divine, O night when Christ was born!
 O night, O holy night, O night divine! 

Truly He taught us to love one another; His law is love and His Gospel is peace.
 Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother And in His Name all oppression shall cease.
 Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, Let all within us praise His holy Name!
 Christ is the Lord! O praise His name forever! His pow’r and glory evermore proclaim!
 His pow’r and glory evermore proclaim! 
Public Domain
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Reading from the New Testament           
Hebrews 2.14–18
14Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same 
things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 
15and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 16For surely it is not 
angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. 17Therefore he had to be made like his 
brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service 
of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18For because he himself has suffered when 
tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 
     Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
     All: Thanks be to God!
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Prayer for Illumination

The Sermon  
Rev. Russ Whitfield
The Christ of Christmas Present
Series: Keeping Christmas Well

Sign and Seal of God’s Grace                                           
The Lord’s Supper
All baptized Christians who are members in good standing of a church that proclaims the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
are invited to participate. Children who have been admitted by their church as old enough to comprehend the 
Supper may partake as well. If you have any questions, please ask.
We respectfully ask those who are not followers of Christ Jesus to refrain from the Supper. Instead, please ob-
serve communion, reflect on its meaning, and, if willing, utilize the prayers below.

Instructions Come forward row by row to the servers in front of your section. From the balcony, 
come down the back left stairway, join the line in the left aisle and return to the balcony. Parents who 
take Communion may then pick up their infants from the nursery and rejoin worship.
A gluten-free bread substitute is available. Wine is served in the first drink tray, grape juice in the 
second. If you wish to dip or drink from the common cup instead of taking wine from the drink tray, 
servers offer a chalice at the end of each line. You may take the elements standing to the side or at 
your seat. Please return your cup. To avoid spills and out of respect for our host church, please do 
not leave the cups in your pew.

Prayer for those Seeking God, You promise that those who seek You will find You, and that You 
are found in Jesus Christ alone. Please honor my seeking and show me mercy; guide me, teach me, 
and lead me. Grant me Your Spirit that I might not seek in vain, but have a true relationship with You.

Prayer of Belief Father, You have shown me that You are my Creator and that I owe everything to 
You. I confess that Christ Jesus is Your unique and only Son, the God-Man full of grace and truth. 
Lord Jesus, I thank You for paying my debt of guilt, taking the full punishment for my sin upon the 
cross, and by Your righteousness making me completely accepted and loved by God, freely by 
grace.  Knowing that You have been raised from the dead, I receive You as my Lord and Savior and 
commit myself to live as Your follower at all cost. Holy Spirit, I have grieved You by my selfishness 
and lack of love. I turn from my sin and ask You to fill me and create new life in me. O God, You are 
my God, and I will ever praise You.
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Communion Hymn                                         
Hark! the Herald Angels Sing
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King:
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, Join the triumph of the skies;
With angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Chorus: Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King.”

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord!
Late in time behold him come, Offspring of the Virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; Hail th’incarnate Deity,
Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. (chorus)

Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Son of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, Ris’n with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by, Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth. (chorus)
Public Domain 

Song of Faith 
He Reigns Forever  
Sing praises to the King
For He is the King of kings
Sing praises to the King
For He’s the King of kings (repeat)

Give Him glory for He’s the King of kings
Give Him glory for He’s The King of kings (repeat)

All hail King Jesus!
All hail Emmanuel! (repeat)

He reigns forever, He reigns forever
He reigns forever and evermore (repeat)

All hail King Jesus!
© 1993 Marshall Carpenter, Stage III Music CCLI License No. 2667782

Benediction                                         
Going with God’s blessing

Announcements
Members of our diaconate will be available at the front of the sanctuary to pray for you after 
service.

Kingdom Prayer 
We want to see the healing character of God’s loving reign make itself visible in our hearts and in the city 
around us. To this end, pray this week for deeper devotion to God’s kingdom, for the influence of his reign 
to expand, and for an awareness of his love to lead to renewal and reconciliation. Please pray...

Devotion
...for visitors attending next week’s children’s play and Christmas In Story and Song to feel welcomed into 
a community that is being changed and challenged by the news of God’s love and mercy.
...for our search for new assistant pastors for Grace Downtown.  

Expansion
...thanking God for providing an Associate Pastor to lead our efforts planting a congregation to serve 
Brentwood, Brookland and Langdon.
...for worship space for Grace DC’s third congregation, and for new worship space for Grace Meridian Hill. 

Reconciliation
...for a peaceful resolution to the ongoing political and military tensions throughout Africa and the Middle 
East. Pray that, as the Christmas holiday approaches, God’s peace and reconciliation will be made visible, 
and that resolutions worthy of people made in God’s image can be reached.
...for Grace Downtown’s partner ministries and local mission partners (Anacostia Gracious Arts Program, 
Capitol Hill Pregnancy Center, Little Lights Urban Ministries, N Street Village, The Porch and Urban Bridge 
Builders) as they seek to fulfill their end-of-year fundraising and service goals.
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Events & Announcements

Calendar

 December 2012 – January 2013

Read more details and announcements online at gracedc.net

Little Lights Urban Ministries
Little Lights is currently recruiting volunteers to work with 
underserved children and youth at Potomac Gardens in 
Capitol Hill for their academic and Bible study programs as 
well as for one-to-one mentoring. Email volunteer@little-
lights.org or visit www.littlelights.org for more information.  
Set Up Team
Help make our Sunday Services happen. For more infor-
mation, contact farrell@gracedc.net.
Downtown Choir
Grace Downtown is seeking singers of all voice parts for 
the new Grace DC choir. Contact Cheryl (cheryl@gracedc.
net) for more information on serving.

Serve

Events & Announcements (cont’d)

Advent Guides (Available Now)
The season leading up to Christmas is a great opportunity 
to re-connect with the story at the heart of our faith and our 
community: the story of incarnation. To help you reflect on 
the story behind this season, Advent guides are available 
at the Info Table. 
Helping Without Hurting (3/9)
Save the date! Dr. Brian Fikkert—co-author of When Help-
ing Hurts—provides an overview of the core principles 
behind the church’s role in relief, rehabilitation and devel-
opment. Participants will also learn how to work with indi-
viduals, households and communities. More information to 
come.
Perspectives Washington DC Spring 2013
(Mondays, 1/14–5/13, 6:30–9:15pm)
Perspectives is a unique course that covers how each of 
us can be obedient to God’s call to love every tribe, tongue 
and nation from where you are now to the ends of the 
earth. Featuring amazing and inspiring teachers, pastors 
and leaders. Hosted by National Community Church. More 
information online.

Grow & Learn

Get Care
The Grace Downtown diaconate offers practical help to those 
facing challenging circumstances, as well as support in 
learning how to transition out of them. If you are in need of 
help or guidance, contact them at diaconate@gracedc.net. 
Sports, Arts and Jobseekers Listserves
Interested in starting a pickup game or going to a gallery 
opening? Meet others at Grace Downtown who want to join 
you on the sports and arts listerves. You can also view or 
post job and internship announcements and get care from 
the Care Team on the jobseekers listserve. Just send an 
email to get onto the appropriate Yahoo! Group and stay 
up-to-date on the latest goings-on: 

• gracedcsports-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
• gracedcartmatters-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
• gdc-jobseekers-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Connect

The Church: God’s Community 
(Winter Term 2013)

Christmas Tea With The Hoburgs (12/25, 2–5pm)
On Christmas Day the Hoburg’s will be hosting a Christmas 
Tea. Please RSVP to kara@gracedc.net by 12/21 and let 
us know if you would like to bring something to share.
Prayer Brunch (1/6, 12–2:30pm)
Join the Prayer Team and other Grace Downtown mem-
bers and regular attendees for a potluck brunch and ener-
getic, encouraging prayer for our church, our city and our 
world. Held at the Grace DC office.

Upcoming Events

Moms’ Bible 
Study
10:00am

Coffee Hour (6:45 pm)
Tonight’s Coffee Hour is hosted by the Chinatown 
Community Group, led by Joseph Greene and Gina 
Lohr. Join us in Woodward Hall immediately after 
service!

Capitol Hill Pregnancy Center Christmas 
Concert (12/13, 7:30pm)
Celebrate the holiday season and support CHPC’s 
work with women and families throughout DC. The 
concert will be held at Washington Community Fel-
lowship (907 Maryland Avenue NE) feature singers 
and musicians representing a range of styles. Ad-
mission is free, and donations will be accepted.

Tonight
Children’s Christmas Play (12/16, 4:00 pm)
The children of Grace Downtown star in “In The 
Meantime Desert,” an original play exploring the 
meaning and themes of the Christmas season. Con-
tact lisa@gracedc.net for more information.
Christmas In Story and Song (12/16, 5:00 
pm)
Invite your friends to this special celebration of the 
Christmas season. In lieu of our normal worship 
service, we will dedicate this evening to sharing the 
Christmas story as woven throughout the Bible and 
highlighting and celebrating the themes of the story 
with a generous dose of Christmas carols led by the 
Grace Downtown worship band. All are welcome!

Coffee Hour
6:45 pm

Pre-Service Prayer 
4:30 pm CHPC Christmas 

Concert
7:30pm

Pre-Service Prayer 
4:30 pm

Christmas in Story 
and Song

Children’s  
Christmas Play 

4:00 pm Christmas Caroling, 
Eat & Meet

7:00 pm

Christmas
Grace DC Office Closed

This Week

Worship Service 
5:00 pm

City Prayer
7:15am

City Prayer
7:15am

Thie year’s Winter Term features three weeks of courses 
that will help us come to a fuller understanding of what it 
means to be God’s community, deepening our love for God 
and equipping us to better love and serve our city in the 
process. Sign up online.
A Called Community: 
Understanding God’s Plan For His People
(Tuesdays, 1/8, 15, 22, 7–9pm)
Many Christians are concerned with “my faith” and “God’s 
plan for me.” But Christ’s mission isn’t centered around the 
individual—it’s centered around the church. God is com-
mitted to advancing his Kingdom through his community. 
This class investigates the essential characteristics of the 
church and what this means for Grace DC.
Covenantal Community: 
Semper Fi or Die
(Wedesdays, 1/9, 16, 23, 7–9pm)
The Church is built on God’s faithfulness to his people. 
While we are prone to form relationships of convenience, 
we are meant to produce a community that knits itself to-
gether with enduring bonds. This class will explore how 
faithfulness (“being covenantal”) can transform friendship, 
sex, marriage, work, family and all of our life goals.
A Cross-Cultural Community: 
Think Globally, Act Locally 
(Thursdays, 1/10, 17, 24, 7–9pm)
From the Tower of Babel to Pentecost and beyond, the 
Bible unpacks a vision of Church that crosses time and 
culture. As Grace DC lives in and for a diverse and globally 
significant city, let’s work through the implications of God’s 
vision for His redeemed people as a global community. 
A Compassionate Community: 
Moved By The Love Of God 
(Sundays, 1/13, 20, 27, 3–4:45pm)
God’s compassion has always motivated the church  to lov-
ing action in the world. Together, we will explore the Scrip-
tural foundation for the church’s action, the history of the 
church’s care for practical needs, and what that means for 
life in DC today.

Worship Service 
5:00 pm

New Year’s  
Day

Grace DC  
Office Closed

Pre-Service Prayer 
4:30 pm

Eat & Meet
7:00 pm

Prayer Brunch
12:00 pm

City Prayer
7:15am

A Called 
Community

7:00pm

Covenental 
Community

7:00pm

Cross-Cultural
Community

7:00pm



Tear off at dotted line and present with payment

$8 Parking at 645 New York Ave. NW
Special rate for Sunday Worship for Grace Downtown attendees.

Availability is limited.

www.gracedc.net    |   202.386.7637   |   office@gracedc.net

For visitors, members updating their information, people 
communicating interests and prayer requests.  Tear off and 
place in offering basket, or turn in to the Info Table.  

(today’s date is ____________________)

 m visitor    mregular attender    mmember

msingle   m   married

Name (ms./mr.)

Address

Phone (w/h/c)

Email

How did you hear about us?

Birthdate

Children’s names & ages

Prayer Request

Please contact me about... 

mI’m looking into the Christian faith and would like more 
info and/or to talk with someone

mJoining a community group in my neighborhood

mGrace Downtown events and announcements

mGrace Downtown congregation membership

mTools for growth 

mGrace Meridian Hill congregation membership

How to get involved in our church community:

mSocial Events Team mGreeting Team 
mChildren’s Ministries mEat & Meet Team        
mMercy Ministries mCommunion Team  
mCoffee Hour Team mSet Up Team
mPrayer Team

mPlease do not contact me

Prayer requests 
Tear off this page, write your request on it and fold for 
privacy. Drop it in the offering basket or at the Info Table. 
You can also send your request to prayer@gracedc.net, 
subject: prayer request (please indicate confidential or for 
prayer-team in the subject). Deacons and deaconesses 
are also available for prayer at the front left of the sanctuary 
following each service. We would love to pray for you!

mplease keep confidential (pastors/elders only)

Keeping Connected


