
 

Sermon Discussion Guide 
Jesus for King: Kingdom Expansion 
11.18.12  

 
Grace DC Announcements 
Thanksgiving Dinners are being organized for anyone who is in DC! If you’re interested in hosting or if you’re looking for 
a place to spend Thanksgiving, email Leah Carpenter (carpenterleah@gmail.com) 

Get involved at Grace Downtown by joining the prayer team (prayer@gracedc.net), the set-up team 
(Farrell@gracedc.net), or the choir, which is seeking singers of all voice parts (Cheryl@gracedc.net) 

 
Discussion Leader:  
Start by reading the Bible passage as a group and wrap your conversation around this passage.  Read through all the 
questions prior to the group meeting and select questions you think would create a good discussion and 
understanding – do not attempt to have your group answer all of them. God's word informs us about our hearts but 
does not leave us there - don't skimp on the grace. 

Read Matthew 28.16-20 

Warm Up 
• In this passage we are reminded that those that witnessed the risen Christ had doubts. Share the doubts that you 

have recently been made aware of regarding Christ’s commands for you.  

• If you were a star athlete that never lost or a talented surgeon that regularly saved lives yet the people around you 
doubted your skills — how would you respond to their doubt? Talk about the character of Jesus and how He 
responds to doubt. (Do you think Jesus would scold you and turn from you because of your doubt?) 

• Define the Biblical definition and the secular definition of “Kingdom expansion” and how they might differ. Discuss 
the positives and negatives of “kingdom expansion” in our modern times. 

Going Deeper 
• In what ways do you see yourself, or our community, placing a higher value on worldly power over spiritual power? 

Name the flags in your life that can alert you to putting your hope in worldly things. 

• What is so radical about Jesus claiming “all authority in heaven and earth”? How has this authority been misused 
today and how should the church respond to people that are concerned or angry about this authority?  

• How was Jesus’ authority different from how we would wield authority — where can you humble yourself tomorrow 
so God’s kingdom can advance? 

• The central calling in the passage is to make disciples. What is a disciple and what characteristics do they display? 

• All people are made to worship but we often worship things that are beneath us. List examples of how we can 
worship God in our daily lives. 

• Our hope exists in Jesus and he promises to be our support. Discuss how Jesus is always with us. Or share a time 
when you were given the courage to take a step of faith because you knew Jesus was with you. 

Read the Good News 
I am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake, and I will not remember your sins.” Isaiah 43.25 

Prayer Reflection 
If Jesus used doubtful, ‘almost-believers’ to start His global ministry, He will use our flawed, doubt filled leaders today 
to expand his kingdom. Please pray for the disciple makers in your life and for God’s good grace to give you the push 
you need to disciple others. 
 


