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Generic Discussion Guide
Grace DC Announcements 
 Our annual Day of Prayer and Vision Potluck will be Saturday, Sept 15. The Day of Prayer runs 9am-3pm (with a break for lunch 
from 12-1pm) at the Grace Downtown Office (637 Indiana Ave NW). Childcare will be provided from 10am-12pm.  The Vision 
Potluck kicks-off at 5pm in Shallenberger Hall at Calvary Baptist; childcare begins at 5:45pm. Members and regular attenders are 
strongly encouraged to come! 
 
Note to Discussion Leaders:  
Beginning again on September 10th, we will provide discussion guides tailored to the sermon. 
 
Please remember to start by reading the Bible passage as a group. While this is a “sermon discussion” guide, it’s vital that our 
reflections and applications are grounded in Scripture. In a similar vein, do your best to help group members to link their discussion 
points to the scripture text.  
 
Read through all these sections and questions prior to the group meeting. The categories that the questions appear in are merely a 
suggestion. Select ahead of time the questions that you think would be most helpful – do not attempt to have your group answer all 
of them. Identify which questions may serve your group better for the usual categories of warm up, going deeper, for further 
reflection and for prayer. Remember the discussion guide is intended to provide you freedom in facilitating the discussion.
 
READ The passage from the bulletin 
 
REFLECT  
  
Warm up 

1. What questions does this passage raise for you? 
What different questions did the sermon raise in 
your mind? Note: do not attempt to answer these 
questions at this point in the evening, rather let 
them serve as a way of engaging your heart and 
mind with the text and the sermon. See #10 below. 

 
 

2. Another good way to warm up is to ask basic 
questions about the text: 

a. Who are the characters? 
b. What is the setting? 
c. What happens? 

 
 
 
Going Deeper 

3. Whether drawn out by your observations or from 
the sermon, what aspects of God’s character or 
activity are on display in the text?  

 
 
4. How does this text benefit your thinking about 

what it looks like to love the city, your neighbors, 
and/or your family? 

 
 

5. What was most personally challenging for you 
from this text or the sermon? How can you 
respond to this challenge? How can you support 
others in responding to their challenges? 

 
 

6. How does this text shape our idea of community? 
What might we do different in our group as a result 
of this text/sermon? 

 
 

7. What aspects of the brokenness of the world are 
raised that we can lament or grieve? How can 
taking our grief and lament to God be helpful in 
shaping our view of God? 

 
 

8. What hope does this text/sermon give you? How 
does this text/sermon lead you closer to God? 

 
 

9. Does this text/sermon have application for your 
work? If so in what way(s)? 

 
 
For Further Reflection 

10. What questions did you have in question #1 that 
still remain?  What resources can the group 
recommend for your further reflection this week? Is 
there anyone else who has the same questions 
that you could partner with to seek out the 
answers together? 

 
 
11. What secret shame did this text or sermon reveal? 

What does it look like to live free of this shame? 
Who are trustworthy people who will love you and 
comfort you in the midst of this secret shame? 

 
 
12. What secret sin did this text or sermon reveal? 

What does it look like to repent of it and bring it out 
of the darkness and into the light? Who are 
trustworthy people who will love you and challenge 
you in the midst of this secret sin? 

 
Prayer 

• What from the sermon of from the passage drives 
to the Lord in prayer, either in repentance or in 
lament? 
 

• How can you pray for the world, country, city, 
church, group, family, or coworkers or others this 
week? 

 
• Use the prayers from this week’s bulletin to guide 

your prayer. 


