


About Brian Habig
Brian Habig grew up in Mississippi, as did his wife, Dana, and graduated from 
Mississippi State University and Covenant Theological Seminary.  After 
seminary, he served as a campus minister with Reformed University Fellowship 
at MSU and at Vanderbilt University. The Habigs moved to Greenville in May 
2005, where Brian planted and now pastors Downtown Presbyterian Church.  
Brian and Dana have three children: Henry, John, and Betsy.

Welcome! We’re so glad you’ve joined us for our 2011 Fall Retreat. The retreat 
weekend includes three talks by Brian Habig, pastor of Downtown Presbyterian 
Church in Greenville, SC, opportunities for small group discussion and individual 
reflection, and a number of activities and games. Feel free to join in with any of 
them, or to just take time for yourself to rest, socialize or soak in the scenery. 
A full list of activities, and a map of Capon Springs, can be found at the back of 

this booklet.

Our prayer is that God will provide renewal and refreshment 
to you throughout the weekend. 

(And yes, we will still have our regular Sunday evening service at Calvary Baptist!)
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Innumerable times a whole Christian community has broken 
down because it had sprung from a wish dream. The serious 
Christian, set down for the first time in a Christian community, 
is likely to bring with him a very definite idea of what Christian 
life together should be and to try to realize it. But God’s grace 
speedily shatters such dreams. Just as surely as God desires 
to lead us to a knowledge of genuine Christian fellowship, so 
surely must we be overwhelmed by a great disillusionment with 
others, with Christians in general, and, if we are fortunate, with 
ourselves.

...A community which cannot bear and cannot survive such a 
crisis, which insists upon keeping its illusion when it should be 
shattered, permanently loses in that moment the promise of 
Christian community. Sooner or later it will collapse. Every human 
wish or dream that is injected into the Christian community is 
a hindrance to genuine community and must be banished if 
genuine community is to survive. He who loves his dream of a 
community more than the Christian community itself becomes a 
destroyer of the latter, even though his personal intentions may 
be ever so honest and earnest and sacrificial.  

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together





Romans 12.1–8
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Read

Reflect

Verse 12 begins with “therefore.” How does this inform the rest 
of the passage?

If the apostle Paul followed you for a day, what do you think he 
would say about your life in light of this passage?

How should your life change in light of this passage and what 
resources does this passage provide for that change?

Saturday Morning
Devotional



Saturday Morning
Worship
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Come People Of The Risen King
Come people of the Risen King 
Who delight to bring Him praise

Come all and tune your hearts to sing 
To the Morning Star of grace

From the shifting shadows of the earth 
We will lift our eyes to Him

Where steady arms of mercy reach 
To gather children in

Chorus: Rejoice rejoice let ev’ry tongue rejoice
One heart one voice

O Church of Christ rejoice

Come those whose joy is morning sun 
And those weeping through the night
Come those who tell of battles won 

And those struggling in the fight
For His perfect love will never change 

And His mercies never cease
But follow us through all our days 

With the certain hope of peace (chorus)

Come young and old from ev’ry land 
Men and women of the faith

Come those with full or empty hands 
Find the riches of His grace

Over all the world His people sing 
Shore to shore we hear them call

The truth that cries through ev’ry age 
Our God is all in all (chorus)

© 2007 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing)
Keith Getty | Kristyn Getty | Stuart Townend, CCLI#2667782

Solid Rock
My hope is built on nothing less 

Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.
I dare not trust the sweetest frame
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.



7

Chorus: On Christ, the solid Rock I stand,
All other ground is sinking sand;  
All other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace.
In every high and stormy gale, My anchor holds within the veil. (chorus)

His oath, His covenant, His blood, Support me in the whelming flood.
When all around my soul gives way, He then is all my hope and stay. (chorus)

When He shall come with trumpet sound, Oh may I then in Him be found.
Dressed in His righteousness alone, Faultless to stand before the throne. (chorus)

Public Domain 

What a Friend We Have in Jesus
What a Friend we have in Jesus All our sins and griefs to bear

What a privilege to carry Ev’rything to God in prayer
O what peace we often forfeit O what needless pain we bear

All because we do not carry Ev’rything to God in prayer

Have we trials and temptations Is there trouble anywhere
We should never be discouraged Take it to the Lord in prayer
Can we find a friend so faithful Who will all our sorrows share
Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness Take it to the Lord in prayer

Are we weak and heavy laden Cumbered with a load of care
Precious Savior still our Refuge Take it to the Lord in prayer

Do thy friends despise forsake thee Take it to the Lord in prayer
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee Thou wilt find a solace there

Public Domain

Jesus, Thank You
The mystery of the cross I cannot comprehend. 

The agonies of Calvary,
You the perfect Holy One, crushed Your Son, 

Who drank the bitter cup reserved for me. (continued on next page)

Saturday Morning
Worship, continued
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Chorus: Your blood has washed away my sin—Jesus, thank You!
The Father’s wrath completely satisfied—Jesus, thank You!

Once Your enemy, now seated at Your table—Jesus, thank You!

By Your perfect sacrifice I’ve been brought near. 
Your enemy You’ve made Your friend;

Pouring out the riches of Your glorious grace, 
Your mercy and Your kindness know no end. (chorus 2x)

Lover of my soul, I want to live for You! (4x; chorus)
©2003 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (ASCAP) CCLI#2667782

In the Hours
In the hours of pain and sorrow, When the world brings no relief.

When the eye is dim and heavy, And the heart oppressed with grief.
While blessings flee, Savior Lord we trust in Thee!
While blessings flee, Savior Lord we trust in Thee!

When the snares of death surround us, Pride, ambition, love of ease.
Mammon with her false allurements, Words that flatter, smiles that please.

Then ere we yield, Savior Lord be Thou our shield.
Then ere we yield, Savior Lord be Thou our shield.

When forsaken in distress, Poor despised and tempest-tossed.
With no anchor here to stay us, Drifting, sail and rudder lost.

Then save us Thou, Who trod the earth with weary brow.
Then save us Thou, Who trod the earth with weary brow.

 Thou the hated and forsaken, Thou the bearer of the cross.
Crowned of thorns and mocked and smitten, Counting earthly gain but loss.

When scorned are we, We joy to be the more like Thee.
When scorned are we, We joy to be the more like Thee.

Thou the Father’s best beloved, Thou the throned and sceptred King.
Who but Thee should we adoring, All our prayers and praises bring?

So blessed are we, Savior Lord in loving Thee.
So blessed are we, Savior Lord in loving Thee.

Words by Helen L. Parmelee alt by Kevin Twit, Music by Kevin Twit. ©2007 CCLI#2667782

Saturday Morning
Worship, continued
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4For whatever was written in former days was written for our 
instruction, that through endurance and through the encourage-
ment of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of en-
durance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony 
with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6that together you 
may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Romans 15.4–6

24And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good 
works, 25not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, 
but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the 
Day drawing near.

Hebrews 10.24–25

For a while the hobbits continued to talk and think of the past 
journey and of the perils that lay ahead; but such was the virtue 
of the land of Rivendell that soon all fear and anxiety was lifted 
from their minds.The future, good or ill, was not forgotten, but 
ceased to have any power over the present. Health and hope 
grew strong in them, and they were content with each good day 
as it came, taking pleasure in every meal, and in every word 
and song.

J.R.R. Tolkien, The Fellowship of the Ring

Saturday Morning
Session One: Encourage One Another
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Can you recall a time when someone tried to be encouraging to 
you, but the net effect was discouraging? Why did it have that 
effect? What would be the “take-away” lesson from that for the 
rest of us?

If you give someone truth without empathy, what will that 
probably do to the recipient? What if you give empathy without 
truth?

How does the gospel provide resources to strengthen 
someone, even when the person’s circumstances have 
absolutely no “bright side”?

Saturday Morning
Session One Discussion Questions
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Saturday Evening
Worship

Beautiful One

Wonderful so wonderful is Your unfailing love
Your cross has spoken mercy over me

No eye has seen no ear has heard No heart could fully know
How glorious how beautiful You are

Chorus: Beautiful One I love You, Beautiful One I adore
Beautiful One my soul must sing

Powerful so powerful Your glory fills the skies
Your mighty works displayed for all to see

The beauty of Your majesty awakes my heart to sing
How marvelous how wonderful You are (chorus)

You opened my eyes to Your wonders anew
You captured my heart with this love

‘Cause nothing on earth is as beautiful as You (chorus)

My soul my soul must sing (x 3)
Beautiful One

©2002 Thankyou Music, Tim Hughes, CCLI No. 2667782

God, Be Merciful to Me
God, be merciful to me; On Thy grace I rest my plea,

Plenteous in compassion Thou, Blot out my transgressions now;
Wash me, make me pure within; Cleanse, O cleanse me from my sin. 

My transgressions I confess; Grief and guilt my soul oppress. 
I have sinned against Thy grace, And provoked Thee to Thy face.

I confess Thy judgment just; Speechless, I Thy mercy trust.

Men: I am evil, born in sin; Thou desirest truth within.
Thou alone my Savior art, Teach Thy wisdom to my heart; 

Make me pure, Thy grace bestow, Wash me whiter than the snow.

Women: Broken, humbled to the dust By Thy wrath and judgment just,
Let my contrite heart rejoice, And in gladness hear Thy voice;

From my sins O hide Thy face, Blot them out in boundless grace.

Gracious God, my heart renew, Make my spirit right and true. 
Cast me not away from Thee, Let Thy Spirit dwell in me; 

Thy salvation’s joy impart, Steadfast make my willing heart. (repeat line)
The Psalter, Christopher Miner ©1997 Christopher Miner Music, CCLI#2667782



His Forever (Jesus, Friend of Sinners) 
Jesus Friend of sinners, Loved me ere I knew Him,

Drew me with His cords of love, Tightly bound me to Him.
Round my heart still closely twined, The ties that none can sever!

For I am His and He is mine, Forever and forever.

Jesus Friend of sinners, A crown of thorns You wore for me,
Bruised for my transgressions, Pierced for my iniquities.

The wrath of God that I deserved, Was poured out on the innocent!
He took my place my soul to save, Now I am His forever.

Jesus Friend of sinners, I love to tell the story,
Redeeming love has been my theme, And will be when in glory.

Not death nor life nor anything, Can ever separate me!
O love that will not let me go,Yes I am His forever. (repeat last 2 lines)

Pat Sczebel; ©2004 Sovereign Grace Worship CCLI#2667782

O Love That Will Not Let Me Go
O Love that will not let me go, I rest my weary soul in thee;

I give thee back the life I owe, That in thine ocean depths its flow,
May richer, fuller be.

O light that followest all my way, I yield my flickering torch to thee;
My heart restores its borrowed ray, That in thy sunshine’s blaze its day,

May brighter, fairer be.
O Joy that seekest me through pain, I cannot close my heart to thee;
I trace the rainbow through the rain, And feel the promise is not vain,

That morn shall tearless be.
O Cross that liftest up my head, I dare not ask to fly from thee;

I lay in dust life’s glory dead, And from the ground there blossoms red
Life that shall endless be.

George Matheson, Christopher Miner ©1997 Christopher Miner Music, CCLI#2667782

Everlasting God/Strength Will Rise
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord

We will wait upon the Lord, We will wait upon the Lord (repeat)

Chorus: Our God, You reign forever Our hope, our Strong Deliverer, 
You are the everlasting God, The everlasting God

You do not faint, You won’t grow weary
You’re the defender of the weak, You comfort those in need

You lift us up on wings like eagles
Brenton Brown, Ken Riley ©2005 Thankyou Music 

Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing, CCLI#2667782
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Saturday Evening
Worship, continued
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13Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he 
who confesses and forsakes them will obtain mercy. 

Proverbs 23.13

14Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the 
church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the 
name of the Lord. 15And the prayer of faith will save the one who 
is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed 
sins, he will be forgiven. 16Therefore, confess your sins to one 
another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The 
prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.

James 5.14–16

It may be that Christians, notwithstanding corporate worship, 
common prayer, and all their fellowship in service, may still be 
left to their loneliness. The final breakthrough to fellowship does 
not occur because, though they have fellowship with one another 
as believers and as devout people, they do not have fellowship 
as the undevout, as sinners. The pious fellowship permits no one 
to be a sinner. So everybody must conceal his sin from himself 
and from the fellowship. We dare not be sinners. Many Christians 
are unthinkably horrified when a real sinner is suddenly discovered 
among the righteous. So we remain alone with our sin, living in 
lies and hypocrisy.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together

Saturday Evening
Session Two: Confess to One Another



Why does “corporate confession” (i.e., confession of sin together 
in a worship service) feel so different internally than someone else 
naming the very same sin in us? In what sense is this a disconnect 
between our “official” beliefs and our true, deep-seated beliefs?

What other strategies do we adopt to deal with conviction of our 
sins?  How do these fall short in the long run?

If you are the person to whom a Christian is confessing sin, how 
could your response to that confession be a hindrance to the 
gospel?  How do penance and repentance differ?  How does the 
latter offer GOOD news?
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Saturday Evening
Session Two Reflection Questions



Romans 12.9–21

Read

Reflect

What is the relationship between our life with God and our life 
within the community according to this passage?

How did Jesus embody this passage during his earthly 
ministry?

What would it look like for this passage to be embodied in your 
life? Be specific.
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Sunday Morning
Devotional



Sunday Morning
Session Three Worship

Holy, Holy, Holy
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee;
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 

God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee,
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 

Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee 
Who wert and art and ever more shall be. 

Holy, holy, holy!  Though the darkness hide Thee,
Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see; 

Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee
Perfect in power, in love, and purity.

Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty! 
All Thy works shall praise Thy name 

In earth, and sky, and sea;
Holy, holy, holy; merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

Public Domain

The Sands of Time
The sands of time are sinking, The dawn of heaven breaks;

The summer morn I’ve sighed for—The fair, sweet morn awakes:
Dark, dark had been the midnight But dayspring is at hand,

And glory, glory dwelleth in Emmanuel’s land.

The king there in His beauty, Without a veil is seen:
It were a well-spent journey, Though se’en deaths lay between:

The Lamb with His fair army, Doth on Mount Zion stand,
And glory, glory dwelleth in Emmanuel’s land.

O Christ, He is the fountain, The deep, sweet well of love!
The streams on earth I’ve tasted More deep I’ll drink above:

There to an ocean fullness His mercy doth expand,
And glory, glory dwelleth in Emmanuel’s land.

The bride eyes not her garment, But her dear Bridegroom’s face;
I will not gaze at glory But on my King of grace.

Not at the crown He giveth But on His pierced hand;
The Lamb is all the glory of Emmanuel’s land.

16
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O I am my Beloved’s and my Beloved is mine!
He brings a poor vile sinner Into His house of wine,

I stand upon His merit, I know no other stand,
Not e’en where glory dwelleth in Emmanuel’s land.

The Psalter, Christopher Miner ©1997 Christopher Miner Music, CCLI#2667782

My Jesus, I Love Thee
My Jesus, I love Thee, I know Thou art mine;  

For Thee all the follies of sin I resign.
My gracious Redeemer, my Savior art Thou;  

If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus ’tis now.

I love Thee because Thou hast first loved me, 
And purchased my pardon on Calvary’s tree.

I love Thee for wearing the thorns on Thy brow; 
If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus ’tis now.

I’ll love Thee in life, and I’ll love Thee in death, 
I’ll praise Thee as long as Thou lendest me breath;
And say when the death dew lies cold on my brow, 

If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus ’tis now.

In mansions of glory and endless delight, 
I’ll ever adore Thee in Heaven so bright;

And sing with the glittering crown on my brow; 
If ever I loved Thee, my Jesus ’tis now.

Public Domain

King of Grace
We have come to a throne of grace,

Where our mighty Savior perfects our praise,
Where wrath and judgment have been put away,

Where not a trace of all our sin remains.

Chorus: You’re the King of Grace unending,
To Your open arms we run;

You’re the King of Grace unending,
And we rest in Your unfailing love; 

And we rest in Your unfailing love. (continued on next page)

Sunday Morning
Worship, continued



We have come to a throne of grace,
Where our Prince of Peace ever lives to pray,
For those His sacrifice has bought and saved,

Where saints and angels sing eternal praise. (chorus 2x)
by Mark Altrogge, ©2000 Sovereign Grace Music, CCLI#2667782

All Must Be Well
Through the love of God our Savior

All will be well.
Free and changeless is His favor

All is well.
Precious is the blood that healed us
Perfect is the grace that sealed us.

Strong the hand stretched forth to shield us.
All must be well.

Though we pass through tribulation
All will be well.

Ours is such a full salvation
All is well.

Happy still in God confiding
Fruitful if in Christ abiding.

Steadfast through the Spirit’s guiding.
All must be well.

We expect a bright tomorrow
All will be well.

Faith can sing through days of sorrow
All is well.

On our Father’s love relying
Jesus every need supplying.

Yes in living or in dying.
All must be well. (repeat last 3 lines)

©2007 Detuned Radio Music (ASCAP). CCLI#2667782
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Sunday Morning
Worship, continued



16Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ 
greet you.

Romans 16.16

20All the brothers send you greetings. Greet one another with a 
holy kiss.

1 Corinthians 16.20

12Greet one another with a holy kiss. 13All the saints greet you.

2 Corinthians 13.12–13 

26Greet all the brothers with a holy kiss.

1 Thessalonians 5.26

 
14Greet one another with the kiss of love.

1 Peter 5.14

It is one of my lifelong weaknesses that I could never endure the 
embrace or kiss of my own sex.  (An unmanly weakness, by the 
way; Aeneas, Beowulf, Roland, Launcelot, Johnson, and Nelson 
knew nothing of it.)  

C.S. Lewis, Surprised By Joy

Take these hands, teach them what to carry
Take these hands, don’t make a fist
Take this mouth, so quick to criticize
Take this mouth, give it a kiss

U2, “Yahweh”
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Sunday Morning
Session Three: A Holy Kiss



What does the qualifier “holy” mean?  How could that “boundary” 
help those who are least comfortable with this aspect of Christian 
community?  How does it help those who are most comfortable 
with it?

What are some of the cultural barriers to godly affection with 
each other?  What about internal barriers (addressed in the talk, 
or otherwise)?

What does it do to a person only to feel God’s rule but not feel his 
kisses?  How will that translate to treatment of others?
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Sunday Morning
Session Three Discussion Questions





Friday
Check-in and Registration
Optional dinner (if purchased in advance)
Square Dance
Official Welcome & Hot Dogs
Capon Quiet Hours

Early Morning Run (meet at flagpole)
Flag Raising & Breakfast  
Session 1 and small group discussion
Lunch with your small group
Activities & Free Time
Dinner
Session 2 and individual reflection
Bonfire

Early Morning Run (meet at flagpole)
Flag Raising & Breakfast
Session 3 and small group discussion
Lunch
Head Home

3:00-11:00pm
6:30pm 
8:00pm
9:00pm 
11:00pm

7:00am 
8:30-9:30am 
10:00am 
12:30pm 
1:30pm 
6:00pm
7:15pm 
9:30pm 

7:00am 
8:30-9:30am 
10:00am
12:00pm
1:00pm

Sunday

Additional Activities
Friday Night
7:30pm - Board Games (Main House)

Saturday, 1:30 pm
Hike (Upper Parking Lot)
Capture the Flag (Flag Pole)
Bike Ride (Lower Parking Lot)
Yoga (Meeting House, behind stage)
Fishbowl Word Game (Main House)
Volleyball (Volleyball Courts)

Saturday

Saturday, 3:30 pm
Kickball (across from Main House)
Thriller Dance (Meeting House, behind stage)
Basketball (Basketball courts)
Soccer/Football (Field Past Lower Parking Lot)

Satuday, 8:30 pm
Board Games (Main House)

Retreat Schedule


