Upcoming Sunday Sermons & CG Studies

We’'re nearing the holidays and the end of the year. (Can you believe it?) So, for planning purposes, we thought it'd
be helpful for you to know what’s coming up in the next 6-8 weeks.*

The next two weeks, we’ll be looking at the idea of faith and mission, particularly as it relates to Grace DC’s
upcoming church plant in the city (both Glenn and Duke will be preaching). Not only will the CGs discuss the
sermons, but you will also be provided with info on ways your group can support and pray for the church plant.

Week of Nov. 15
SERMON: faith, mission, and church planting
cG: Sermon (Nov. 15) Discussion

Week of Nov. 22
SERMON: faith, mission, and church planting

cG: Sermon (Nov. 22) Discussion (note: because it’s the week of Thanksgiving, some groups may need
to have this discussion the following week).

The following four weeks will be devoted to the Christmas season, which the Church traditionally refers to as Advent
(advent means “coming” or “arrival”). This is a four-week period in which the church remembers Jesus’ first coming
and looks forward to his coming again.

Week of Nov. 29
SERMON: Advent

cG: Sermon (Nov. 22 OR Nov. 29) Discussion (Note: If your group did not meet last week, please discuss
the church plant and the sermon from Nov. 22 this week — this still gives you the next two weeks to
meditate on the Christmas message together.)

Week of Dec. 6
SERMON: Advent
cG: Sermon (Dec. 6) Discussion

Week of Dec. 13
SERMON: Advent
cG: Sermon (Dec. 13) Discussion

Week of Dec. 20
SERMON: Advent
cG: No CG Sermon Discussion Guide (most CGs not meeting this week)

The following couple of weeks, we expect to have a smaller community (as many tend to travel out of town, but
some return for work). We will be having Sunday worship each of these weeks, but whether or not your CG decides
to meet is up to you.

Week of Dec. 27
SERMON Focus: t.b.d.
cG: No CG Sermon Discussion Guide (unless your group decides otherwise)

Week of Jan. 3
SERMON FOCUS: t.b.d.
cG: Sermon Discussion will be provided as usual

* We will resume the Sermon of the Mount series in January.



The Word Became Flesh: A Christmas Story

For All Year (and Fall Retreat Discussion onp. 2)
John 1:1-18 (preached on November 8, 2009 by Rev. Skip Ryan)

Grace DC Announcements

= Thanksgiving Dinner - Will you be in town for Thanksgiving but don’t have a place to go for dinner? Most of your CG friends
will be out of town, too? Join others from the Grace DC community by signing up online (under “Calendar”). And if you're
already planning on serving dinner and would like to invite a few more, sign up online, too. Contact Diana Havlin
(dianahavlin@yahoo.com) with any questions.

Note to Discussion Leaders: Please remember to start by reading the Bible passage as a group. While this is a “sermon
discussion” guide, it’s vital that our reflections and applications are grounded in scripture. In a similar vein, do your best to help
group members to link their discussion points to the scripture text. Don’t skip over all the questions that invite the group to
observe and interpret specific verses in the passage.

READ John 1:1-18 (OT reading: 1 Kings 8:1-11)
REFLECT

1. When you picture God in your mind, what does he typically look like? Does a particular picture or image come
to mind?

2. In what way does Jesus of Nazareth show us what God is like (vv. 1-3, 14, 18; see also Colossians 1:15;
Hebrews 1:1-3)? Is the idea of Jesus as a “word” to us from God — God “speaking” to us through his Son — it a
new or strange concept? In what way is it helpful?

3. Consider the following implications of the idea of the Word becoming flesh. Which is the most challenging to
you? How might this shape your thoughts, desires, or behavior in the coming week?

1) We need to learn to listen — to people around us and to God.

2) We need to learn to speak truth and grace, understanding that our words (like God'’s, though to a
limited degree) have the power to create.

3) Jesus in his incarnation identified with our flesh and creation, in all its beauty and ugliness (cf.
Hebrews 2:14).

4) We are to identify with his flesh; this is the way through all our pain.
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Fall Retreat Discussion

Not all of us attended the Fall Retreat, but we can all benefit from hearing about what
people experienced over the weekend. Invite some retreat-ers to share what the weekend
was like and spend some time discussing what they learned.

1. Were you able to retreat at the Retreat — get some rest and restoration? If so, in what
forms and through what activities did that happen (e.g., a nap gave you physical rest,
going on the hike was mentally refreshing, the messages helped you to “re-center”
spiritually)?

2. What were one or two points from Skip Ryan’s messages that struck you? What will it
look like for you to work those into your lives now that you're back home?

3. Did you have any particularly meaningful conversations over the weekend? With whom?
What made them special? Did you meet anyone new?

4. Did you in any way experience a slice of “community” that you'd like to see more of in you
CG, as your group labors to build an authentic community together?
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