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Enemy-Love [The Sermon on the Mount] 
Matthew 5:43-4A (preached on Co4ember 1, 2009) 

Grace DC Announcements 
 
!  CeIt JeeKLs Sermon Discussion Guide (Co4M 10-12 CGs) will consist of discussion questions for the !unda& ser+on 12234 
guest speaker9 :ev. Skip :yan? and debriefing3reflection questions on the -a.. /etreat. Aot everyone in your CC will have 
attended the retreat, but this will be a good opportunity for those who did to share what they learned and continue to process 
things in community.  
 
 
Note to Discussion Leaders: 1.ease re+e+2er to start 2& readin4 t5e 6i2.e 7assa4e as a 4rou78 95i.e t5is is a :ser+on 
discussion< 4uide= it>s ?ita. t5at our re@.ections and a77.ications are 4rounded in scri7ture8 An a si+i.ar ?ein= do &our 2est to 5e.7 
4rou7 +e+2ers to .inB t5eir discussion 7oints to t5e scri7ture teCt8 Don>t sBi7 o?er a.. t5e Euestions t5at in?ite t5e 4rou7 to 
o2ser?e and inter7ret s7eci@ic ?erses in t5e 7assa4e8  
 

READ Matthew 5:43-4A (OT reading: Rsalm 104:10-24) 

 
REFLECT  

  
2. What kind of people do you tend to see or treat as your “enemies”I Is your definition of “enemies” different 

from what Kesus had in mind in v. LL 1see also vv. 2MN2O; cf. Kohn 2Q924N2R?I  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
O. F5e sa&in4 Gesus> Euotes in ?erse HI re@.ects t5e Ja& t5e re.i4ious co++unit& 5ad so s5runBen t5e sco7e o@ 

t5eir res7onsi2i.it& to .o?e ot5ers t5at it inc.uded on.& t5eir @riends and 7eo7.e J5o Jere Kust .iBe t5e+ 
LAsrae.itesM8 What are some ways we do the same thingI Sre there ways you, in so many words, condone 
“hating your enemies”I  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
T. Uow would you respond to the obVection9 “But isn’t Cod himself harsh toward 5is enemies and quick to Vudge 

themI” Consider, for example, O Peter T9[NR; Cenesis 249OTNTT; 2 \imothy 292ON2L.  
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L. Uow is praying for your enemies a good indicator of whether you’ve actually started to love or forgive themI Is 
there something about the nature of prayer that makes this soI 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q. What are some reasons Kesus gives us for why we should love our enemies 1vv. LTNL4; see also 2 Kohn L9[N4, 

24NO2?I When was the last time you pondered the surprising patience, kindness, generosity of our heavenly 
Father towards all 1v. LQ; cf. Psalm 2LQ9R, 2^; Scts 2L92^N2[?I  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
^. _bserve the logic of Kesus’ statement in vv. L^NL[, and discuss9 Uow does loving your enemy demonstrate 

that something supernatural is taking people inside youI 1Consider this quote9 “1Kesus? knows that when love 
no longer has to wait on the performance of others ` an immense transformation has taken place.” NSdolf 
Schlatter? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[. Consider the following quote from Dietrich Bonhoeffer 1a minister who was eventually martyred in Aabi 

Cermany?9 “When you confront your enemy, think first of all about your own enmity with Cod and about Cod’s 
compassion towards you.” If you’ve embraced Kesus, how can remembering that &ou are @or+er.& an ene+& o@ 
Nod noJ .o?ed 7er@ect.& 2& 5i+ give you power to love your enemies 1:omans Q9^N22; Luke OT9TL; Scts [9^M?I 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


