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9eeping .our =ord [The Sermon on the Mount] 
Matthew 5:33-37 (preached on Bctober 18, 2009) 

Grace DC Announcements 
 
!  Fall Retreat " #t%& not too )*te to &,-n.u0 on),ne1 Registration ends Tues., Bct. 272 S4ho)*r&h,0& *7*,)*8)e2 9 -re*t t,me to re&t 
*n; re)*<= meet ne> 0eo0)e= ;ee0en ?our re)*t,on&h,0&2 S0e*@erA S@,0 B?*n2 Te*4h,n- to0,4A DThe Ee*@ne&& oF Go;H Iho> Jeter 
*n; J*u) )e*rne; to &to0 &u44ee;,n- *n; &t*rt )o7,n-K2 
 

!  Elder O Diaconate Nominations " Lom,n*t,on& 4)o&e on Mon., Bct. 19 IGr*4e MN mem8er& on)?K2 See >e8&,te For ;et*,)&2 
 
 
Note to Discussion Leaders: Please remember to start by reading the Bible passage as a group. While this is a “sermon 
discussion” guide, it’s vital that our reflections and applications are grounded in scripture. In a similar vein, do your best to help 
group members to link their discussion points to the scripture text. Don’t skip over all the questions that invite the group to 
observe and interpret specific verses in the passage.  
 

"%#D Matthew 5:33-37 (BT reading: Leviticus 19:9-18) 
 
"%?@%CT  

  
O2 #m*-,ne * >or); ,n >h,4h there >ere no D4omm,tment ,&&ue&H or 8ro@en 0rom,&e&= >here @ee0,n- ?our >or; 

>ere the norm2 Po> >ou); th*t 4h*n-e ?our re)*t,on&h,0&= >or@= or ;*,)? ),FeQ  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
R2 Eh*t ten;en4? oF our& ,& Se&u& *;;re&&,n- ,n 772 TT.TUQ Eh*t ;oe& ,t me*n to D)et >h*t ?ou &*? 8e &,m0)? 

V?e&% or Vno%H I72 TUKQ  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
T2 Be*; the Fo))o>,n- 0*&&*-e&A M*tthe> RXATYZ Pe8re>& OTAY8Z J&*)m [\ATT.T]Z R Nor2 OAOU.R^2 Po> ;oe& the 

4h*r*4ter *n; n*ture oF Go; 4h*n-e our he*rt& *n; m*@e u& ,nto 4omm,tment.@ee0,n- 0eo0)eQ P*7e ?ou 
@no>n Go; *& * 4o7en*nt.m*@,n-= 0rom,&e.@ee0,n-= &e)F.o8),-*t,n- 8e,n-Q 
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X2 Consider these five ways we need to keep our commitments, and answer the following: IOK Eh,4h ,& the mo&t 
4h*))en-,n- For ?ou to;*?Q Eh?Q IRK L*me one or t>o &0e4,F,4 8eh*7,or&= re)*t,on&h,0&= or *tt,tu;e& th*t m,-ht 
4h*n-e ,n ),-ht oF th,&2    

 
 OK  Honoring the spirit behind our words and not get getting out by technicalities2 
 
 
 RK Not making our commitments the same as good intentions2  
  
 
  For further thought: Be*; _44)e&,*&te& YAX.U2 Po> ;oe& 0rom,&,n- more th*n >e 4*n ;e),7er *n 

out-ro>th or 0r,;e *n;`or the Fe*r oF m*nQ 
 
 
 TK Not implying false vows by our behavior or by things we say indirectly2  
 
 
 XK  Honoring the people behind our commitments.  
 
   
  For further thought: IOK Mo ?ou ten; to >*,t For * 8etter o0t,on 8eFore Fu))? 4omm,tt,n- to *n o8),-*t,on 

or re)*t,on&h,0Q Po> >ou); 8e),e7,n- th*t Go; ho);& the @e? to ?our &u44e&&= *n; th*t he oFten -,7e& 
&ur0r,&,n- -,Ft& throu-h une<0e4te; 0eo0)e *n; &,tu*t,on&= he)0 ?ou not to 8*,) out or m*@e h*)F.
he*rte; 4omm,tment&Q IRK Eh? ;o the 0o>er)e&&ae2-2= the 0oor= ;,&enFr*n4h,&e;= or 4h,);renaten; to 
-et mo&t hurt 8? 8ro@en 0rom,&e&Q Po> ,& the &tor? oF Se&u& * re7er&*) oF th,& 0*ttern= the mo&t 
0o>erFu) Fu)F,)),n- h,& 0rom,&e to the )e*&eQ  

 
 
 YK Saying “no” and believing you don’t have to do everything, nor can you2  
 
 
  For further thought: Mo ?ou nee; to )e*rn ho> to em8r*4e ?our hum*n= Go;.-,7en ),m,t& 8etterQ Eh*t 

4ou); th,& )oo@ ),@e ,n ?our ;*,)? ),FeQ  
  
 
 
 
Y2 Jesus is simply saying that “every word of a Christian should be considered an oath.” Eh*t ,m0*4t >ou); ),7,n- 

* ),Fe oF F*,thFu)ne&& *n; ,nte-r,t? a ;o,n- >h*t >e &*? >e%)) ;o= &ho>,n- u0 >hen >e &*? >e%)) &ho> u0= 
@ee0,n- our >or; a h*7e on 0eo0)e *roun; u&Q bn our >or@0)*4e en7,ronmentQ Eh*t m,-ht ,t 4o&t ?ou to ),7e 
th,& >*?Q  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


